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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/1 1/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant's argument that the '129 reference fails to teach a dry joint structure, 
which need not be welded for a column-side joint is not persuasive as that is not a 
claimed feature. Further the joint structure for a beam side joint and a column side joint 
are the same and applicant does disclose that the prior art teaches a dry joint structured 
which need not be welded for a beam side joint. 

Applicant's arguments that the '129 reference fails to teach the groove-type plate 
as claimed at a central portion as a connecting member is not persuasive; as noted 
below and in the included annotated figure the prior art does disclose a groove-type 
plate a central portion as a connecting member. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in tliis or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2, 8-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Japanese Patent Application 11-324129. 

Claims 1-2, 9, 10, and 1 1 . Japanese patent application 1 1-324129 discloses a 
steel framed building using section steels having the same cross section for a column 
and a beam and having a joint for connecting the column and beam, wherein a 
reinforcing member (30) is disposed at a cross section of the beam or column as a joint, 
the reinforcing member comprising two first end plates (31) disposed in an upper end 
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side, two second end plates (32) disposed in a lower end side, a groove-type plate (CM 
see attached annotated figure) disposed at a central portion as a connecting mennber 
connecting the first and second end plates, and stiffener plates (33) disposed at a left 
and right opposite outer sides of the first and second end plates (as seen in figures 1- 
3);.and 

wherein the joints are connected by a bolt at the flanges of the column/beam (41 , 
42; figures 1-3). 

It should be noted that claim 11 is considered a product-by-process claim. The 
patentability of the product does not depend on its method of production. Determination 
of patentability is based on the product itself. See MPEP 21 13. If the product-by- 
process claim is the same as or obvious from a product of the same prior art, the claim 
is unpatentable even though the prior product was made by a different process. In re 
Thorpe, 111 F.2d 695, 698, 227 USPQ 964, 966 (Fed.Cir.1985). In the instant case the 
limitation that the groove-type plate is welded to the first and second end plates is a 
product by process limitation. The prior art may or may not expressly disclose how the 
reinforcing member components are assembled, but it is clearly seen from the figures 
that they are assembled and therefore in light of what is noted above, the product does 
not depend on the process by which they were assembled. The parts of the prior art 
are certainly capable of being welded as claimed. 
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Claim 8: ...wlierein a bolt mounting hole (31A,32A,13A,21A) is provided in each 
of the planned portions of the plurality of the beam-side or column-side joints. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Japanese Patent Application 11-324129. 

Claim 1 2: 11 -3241 29 discloses the joint structure of a column and a beam 
according to claim 1 1 above, but does not expressly disclose that the groove-type plate 
has an X-shaped strengthening rib. However, it is notoriously common and well known 
in the art to have X-shaped strengthen ribs in support plates particularly plates used in 
structural applications. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art to modify the connector of 1 1-324129 to have Xshaped stiffening ribs to provide 
a stronger joint connection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JESSICA LAUX whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
8228. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday, 9:00am to 
5:00pm (est). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Richard E. Chilcot, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3635 

/J. L./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



